
May 14, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 14, 

2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods and Danny 

Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, and Police Chief Eddie Cassady.  

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Vice Mayor Martin with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  

Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor 

Martin, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye. Council convened in Closed Session to discuss 

the following matters: (A) appointments to boards and commissions, as authorized by 

Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys 

or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.   At the conclusion 

of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) 

only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, 

discussed, or considered during the Session.  Mayor Lawson explained that no action was taken 

out of Closed Session on either item.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles; seconded 

by Vice Mayor Martin, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: 

Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Woods, aye; and Council Member Turner, aye.  No action was taken out of Closed Session. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Bowles, 

Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Hear comments from Virginia House of Delegates member Les Adams – Delegate Adams 

thanked Council for their service to Martinsville and the residents.  Adams is pleased to report 

that House Bill 2405 and House Bill 2406 both passed and are set to become law in July 

2019. It is his privilege to represent the residents of Martinsville and welcomes the opportunity 

to pursue this type of legislation in the future. 
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Present awards to Martinsville Middle School students who recently participated in Virginia 

Municipal League’s “If I Were Mayor Contest” – Mayor Lawson asked those students in 

attendance to approach the bench, take a seat and introduce themselves.  Lawson thanked 
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them for participating in the contest and stated they had 76 participants from the City.  

Lawson explained that the prize money was contributed by Council Members from their pocket 

and then upgraded by Mike Haley of Uptown Pinball.  Lawson announced first place was Nayti 

Patel, second place was John Ratliff II and third place was to CJ Talley.   

Consider presentation of a Proclamation regarding National Police Week 2019 and Peace 

Officers’ Memorial Day – Council Member Bowles read the proclamation, which was presented 

to Police Chief Cassady.  Cassady thanked council for recognizing the police department. 

 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing May 2019 as National Bike Month, May 13-

19, 2019 as National Bike week and Friday May 17, 2019 as Bike to Work Day – Vice Mayor 

Martin read the proclamation which was presented to Ellen Jessie, representative of the 

Martinsville Bike Club.  Jessie thanked the City for the support they give the Bike Club and 

their activities.  Jessie shared details about club events, stating a calendar of events can be 

found on their website.  
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing May 2019 as Building Safety Month – 

Kris Bridges, Martinsville Building Inspector explained the importance of what his department 

to maintain the safety of the residents and the City structures.  Mayor Lawson read the 

proclamation, which was presented to Bridges.  
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Consider adoption on second reading of Ordinance 2019-5 requiring removal of unsafe 

structures – City Attorney Monday explained the ordinance builds off a state code section.  

This ordinance enables the City to undertake mediation of the property if the owner fails to do 

so.  This ordinance is a prerequisite to the next agenda item.  Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to approve Ordinance 2019-5.  Council Member Turner seconded the ordinance with 

the following roll call vote:  Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye. 
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Consider adoption of a Resolution directing cleanup of 200 Aaron Street – City Attorney 

Monday explained that the property in question burned 2 years ago and has yet to be cleaned 

up or secured.  The Building Inspector has been very accommodating to the owners but the 

required action has not been taken.  The cleanup must be completed by the summer 

otherwise; the City will take action on the property and apply a lien to cover the cost. Monday 

explained when the other Aaron Street property burned, there was an insurance policy and 

there were issues with the insurance company and payout, which caused a delay in clean up.  

This property in question now was not insured so there was no coverage to cover the cost of 

cleanup. Monday explained there are many moving parts to both properties and the City has 

been very accommodating to both parties. Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the 

resolution.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council 

Member Turner, aye and Mayor Lawson, aye. 
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Consider adoption of Budget Ordinance 2019-U-1 on second reading – City Manager 

Towarnicki reviewed the steps taken related to the process and approval of the budget 

including work sessions and a public hearing with approval of the ordinance on first reading. 

Mayor Lawson detailed changes to the school budget with Dr. Talley’s request for a revised 

approval.  Lawson would like to entertain a motion by council to give the schools $250,000 in 

addition to what was agreed on originally, allowing them to do the contracts and maintain 

their teaching staff.  Council Member Turner said this budget is not sustainable in future 

years.  Vice Mayor Martin said the schools are one of the most important resources in the 

community; it is not an issue that Council does not want to provide the money requested, it is 

that there is no money to give and it is not a good practice to take from the fund balance.  Vice 

Mayor Martin made a motion to approve the amended ordinance to include the additional 

$250,000.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with the following roll call:  Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye. Towarnicki said the city has always been successful 

to keep the fund balance and reserves at the correct amount as required.  The City is not 

financially in trouble; the issue is that revenue is less than the expenses year after year. There 

must be a change in the budget picture when Council begins to discuss reversion again since 

the money awarded to the schools is borrowing from the FY21 Budget.  
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Consider approval of the FY19 March 31, 2019 finance report – Finance Director Linda 

Conover summarized the Quarterly Financial Report.  Council Member Bowles made a motion 

to approve the finance report.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – Patrick H. Wright of 1201 Spruce Village would like to know if 

there are any programs related to available summer jobs.  Mayor Lawson suggested that he 

check with the Work Force office.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles shared that the month of 

May is Mental Health Awareness month and she hopes that residents realize their mental health 

is important.  She hopes everyone enjoyed Mother’s Day and congratulations to New Heights 

Community Support for their small business award.  Council Member Woods congratulated the 

“If I Were Mayor” essay contest winners and said he enjoys seeing students who want to be 

engaged in the community.  Woods invited the public to the Moon Over Buffalo production at 

the BlackBox Theater.  PHCC Patriot Players will be having auditions soon for Beauty and the 

Beast.  Council Member Turner said there is a group of 14-year olds invited to an NBA sponsored 

event, their coach Tony Jones is fundraising to help with costs.  Vice Mayor Martin also 

congratulated the students in the essay contest. Martin asked all mothers in attendance to 

stand so Council could honor them for Mother’s Day.  Martin asked Kris Bridges to come back 

to the podium and explain why the building codes are so important.  Bridges said there is more 

to occupying a building than just the rent.  Building codes have been around for centuries and 

are in place to protect the people.  Building to code is the minimal safety requirement to occupy 

a structure.  Mayor Lawson attended the Chamber Awards banquet where her employer received 

Uptown business of the year. Lawson congratulated tonight’s essay winners and the Martinsville 

City graduates including 24 who earned their Associates Degree at PHCC prior to their high 
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school graduation.  Lawson thanked all of the department heads, City Manager, City Attorney 

and Finance Director for all of their work on providing a workable budget. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki shared details on the Profile of Honor 

event this past weekend where several residents attended, many with documents that were 

scanned for historical record.  Towarnicki said that School Board Chair Dr. Montgomery would 

resign her position the end of May; there will be one more term expiring in June leaving two 

vacancies on the school board.  Council will need to set a public hearing May 28 and will receive 

names and applications for anyone wishing to be considered for these vacancies.  

City Attorney Monday referenced a billboard in Martinsville that was causing some debate, 

Monday stated that there is nothing the City can do about the billboard since it is on private 

property and paid for by a private party. The City cannot censor an individual for expressing 

their opinion or determine what they do with their money.  It is a freedom enshrined in the first 

amendment.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


